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much as did Lord Rothermere. He seemed to me
marked out as a pillar of strength at a time of much
crumbling of edifices. I saw him several times during
my service as chairman, and was struck by his capacity,
his grasp and his determination. I have never met him
since he left the Air Ministry. I felt sure he would not
stay there long. He wanted things done the right way !
He wanted efficient and economical administration!

I had only lately returned from India, having been
out of the home service for over five years. A good
many changes had operated during my absence, but
with the war} of course, came a veritable upheaval. I
dare say it was all quite right and all quite natural, but
the condition of some of the public departments filled
me with amazement, anger and dismay.

I was highly gratified, if somewhat surprised, to
receive a letter from Mr. Bonar Law dated June 13, 1918,
asking me to serve as one of two members of a tribunal
appointed to adjudicate on Naval Prize. Of course, I
at once placed myself at the disposal of His Majesty's
Government, with the result that I appear by name in
8 and 9 Geo. 5, which means an Act of Parliament, as
endowed with all such "powers, rights and privileges
as are vested in the High Court or any judge thereof.**
I can "enforce," also "compel," and, oh ! joy, "punish "
persons guilty of contempt.

You may have noticed that especial care seems in-
variably to have been exercised to avoid utilizing such
knowledge as I may be supposed to possess of the
control of public expenditure and the elaboration of